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Perceptual Grid and Proportion



Perceptual Grid and Proportion

• A Proportion is the comparative relationship between two things with 
respect to size, amount, or weight. Medial professionals, for example, 
calculate one’s ideal weight in relation to one’s height. Proportion in 
drawing generally refers to relative size and is commonly used to compare 
the exterior dimensions of a shape or an object, the relative size of its 
constituent parts, or the size of any of it constituent parts in relation to the 
whole. 

Brian Curtis, Drawing From Observation, pg. 197



A straight-edge proportion 
tool is being used to 
establish a consistent unit 
of measure with which to 
compare the overall 
horizontal dimension of a 
bottle to its overall vertical 
dimension. Once you have 
established a basic unit of 
comparison, you can 
carefully rotate the tool 
and used throughout the 
drawing. 





It is important to consider the 
Proportion of the various 
objects in relation to each other. 



Diego Rivera
Still Life
1918



Fernando Botero
La Siesta
1973



Florine Stettheimer
Still Life with Bottle, Shell, and Salt Cellar



Any easily held 
straight-edged tool 
such as a pencil or 
ruler at least four 
inches in length can 
be used to discover 
your perceptual grid. 



Humans possess a natural 
perceptual predisposition 
toward the vertical and 
horizontal. Our sensitivity to 
what is straight up and down 
serves as the fundamental 
baseline against which we 
constantly compare and 
contrast the orientation of 
objects in our visual field. 



Using the perceptual grid you 
can superimpose a x/y axis on 
the objects in your field of 
vision which identifies which 
features of an object are 
vertically or horizontally aligned 
with features of other objects. 



Eliot Hodgkin
Pen and Pencil Drawing



Caravaggio
Basket of Fruit
1596



Paul Cezanne,
Still Life with Curtain and Flower Pitcher
1895



Dawn Clements
Three Tables In Rome (detail)
(watercolor on paper,)



Dawn Clements
Three Tables In Rome 
(watercolor on paper,)


